The use of Gore-Tex for nasal augmentation: a retrospective analysis of 106 patients.
Numerous implant materials have been used in nasal surgery, including autogenous, homogeneous, and alloplastic grafts. Autogenous cartilage remains the ideal graft material; however, situations exist where an alternative or an additional grafting material is needed. Homogeneous materials have demonstrated significant resorption. Alloplastic grafts have offered varying degrees of success but have resulted in significant complications as well. Gore-Tex has undergone extensive research and clinical application in various surgical fields with reported success. This analysis examines 106 patients over a 5-year time period in which the Gore-Tex soft-tissue patch was used in a wide variety of situations from extensive nasal dorsal reconstruction to small localized nasal defects or irregularities. Postoperative follow-up has revealed a stable implant material with no complications relating to the graft material.